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Good afternoon, 

The United States is currently the second-largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world.
Structural discrimination has led to vulnerable populations disproportionately experiencing
a range of climate change-related hazards, threatening to undo decades of progress in
poverty alleviation, both in the United States and worldwide. To address this issue, US
state and local governments have been leveraging federal and regional resources to roll
out extensive climate action plans. This opportunity to act and prevent the devastating
consequences of climate change has motivated me and other researchers to generate
rigorous evidence aimed at guiding governments on the best ways to invest their
resources.

I serve as the scientific advisor for J-PAL North America’s Evidence for Climate Action
Project, which brings together an influential network of government leaders, academic
researchers, and other key policy partners to launch successful researcher-practitioner
partnerships and rigorously evaluate promising decarbonization programs. Research on
climate change is not new, but the demand for evidence on the cost-effectiveness and
distributional impacts of climate programs has grown as governments around the world
make unprecedented investments of public funds in mitigation efforts. Methodological
advances have more recently allowed economics researchers to diagnose specific problems
and engage more directly with testing the efficacy of different decarbonization program
designs. Over the last few years, I’ve been able to more precisely evaluate, for instance,
the price sensitivity of demand for private transport in ride-hailing markets and the first
and last mile challenge in public transit. 

But to effectively combat climate change, we believe the economics research community
has a responsibility to coordinate our efforts as we generate evidence on which
decarbonization programs and policies are most effective. As part of the Evidence for
Climate Action Project, I am thrilled to lead the Economics of Decarbonization Working
Group, which is composed of over 25 economic researchers interested in using randomized
evaluations to test the impact of decarbonization programs and policies. This group is
collectively defining a research agenda to communicate priority areas for experimental
research and facilitate collaboration with policymakers. See below for a synopsis of the first
article in a series of papers on this agenda, which was recently published in Nature. As
part of the project, we are also launching a Climate Action Learning Lab in 2025 to support
government leaders in forming partnerships with researchers in the J-PAL network to
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rigorously evaluate their decarbonization programs. 

I invite researchers and policymakers at every level of government and from across the
political spectrum to join our efforts. We know that evidence alone is not enough to
combat climate change; it must be paired with the efforts of people who have the power
to invest in making a difference. While policy priorities may shift with changing political
landscapes, we believe that evidence-based approaches can unite stakeholders and
advance effective solutions that best serve the needs of our communities. 

Peter Christensen
Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz
Scientific Advisor, J-PAL North America Evidence for Climate Action Project
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How to spend one trillion dollars: The US
decarbonization conundrum

Over the past 3 years, the United States has allocated billions of dollars to decarbonization
efforts. In a new Nature article, Peter Christensen (UC Santa Cruz) and co-authors from
the J-PAL North America Economics of Decarbonization Working Group share the
importance of rigorously evaluating new investments by state and local governments to
learn about the efficacy, cost-effectiveness, and effects of a range of decarbonization
programs. Read the article and learn more about the J-PAL North America Economics of
Decarbonization Working Group’s efforts to generate evidence to advance equitable, high-
impact policy solutions to climate change in the United States.
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Featured Policy Publication: Building
and implementing a research agenda
on transportation decarbonization

The transportation sector is the fastest-growing
contributor of global CO2 emissions and is considered
one of the most urgent to decarbonize. J-PAL North
America, with support from the King Climate Action
Initiative (K-CAI), seeks to understand the current
evidence and existing research gaps in advancing
equitable transportation decarbonization. In a new
paper, Maggie Dennis (J-PAL North America), J-PAL
affiliated professor Robert Metcalfe (Columbia), and J-
PAL Global alumna Andrea Cristina Ruiz investigate
fleet shift, public transportation, and traffic
congestion. Read the paper »
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Nurturing the Null: A new blog series

Null results—when a study does not find significant
impacts on chosen outcomes—can provide valuable
insights for research and policies alike. However, it can
be difficult for stakeholders to identify and leverage
these insights. In a new series on the J-PAL blog, we
highlight randomized evaluations that yielded null
results to elevate the lessons learned and inform
future research. The first post provides an overview of
key considerations to prepare for and utilize null
results. Subsequent posts share perspectives from
evaluations of community-based care management
programming, case management support for housing
services, and information campaigns on social safety
net benefits. Read the full series » 
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Announcing the 2024 LEVER
Evaluation Incubator partners

The J-PAL North America LEVER Evaluation Incubator
supports government agencies in designing and
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implementing randomized evaluations to generate
rigorous evidence on the effects of government-run
programs. The recently selected 2024 Incubator
partners come from all across the country, covering
several programmatic areas (i.e., education, health
care, and climate). This engagement will equip state
and local jurisdictions to build a culture of evidence
use into their departments and decision-making. Read
more about the selected Incubator partners »

FEATURED RESEARCH RESOURCE
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Quick guide to power calculations

Statistical power and sample size are key components
that determine an evaluation’s ability to detect a
program’s impact. This research resource provides
guidance to researchers on identifying inputs for
power calculations and walks through a process for
incorporating power calculations into a study design.
The resource assumes some background in statistics
and is intended for researchers who are designing and
assessing the feasibility of a randomized evaluation
with an implementing partner. 

Support Us

Have an idea of content you would like to see in this newsletter? We want to hear from
you! Please send your feedback to J-PAL North America Communications Lead, Erin
Graeber.

This email was sent by: J-PAL

400 Main Street, Cambridge, MA, 02142 US

About J-PAL       Privacy Policy      Update Profile       Unsubscribe

11/25/24, 4:35 PM view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=2cc4efe1b3e1cd8ee79d3ea4e43579d2e9f5326e34fd8ec2693ffb52363a102c669ced4b578a107eccc81865dd…

https://view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=2cc4efe1b3e1cd8ee79d3ea4e43579d2e9f5326e34fd8ec2693ffb52363a102c669ced4b578a107eccc81865dd3c861af16a7bf… 4/4

https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897ff38c90189ee7e4d44f65547f5362693d5e698bf21ba55dcbe58ae24f4e9546a0b03882065417f8d03aa85f46c028792
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897ff38c90189ee7e4d44f65547f5362693d5e698bf21ba55dcbe58ae24f4e9546a0b03882065417f8d03aa85f46c028792
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897e5d497cf340d0530f60368bfca9b09f4d1d4bf928f7ef5bbdaf42d0193f80a0700a42ba50f3aab3406576ab6dcd4e0c3
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897e5d497cf340d0530f60368bfca9b09f4d1d4bf928f7ef5bbdaf42d0193f80a0700a42ba50f3aab3406576ab6dcd4e0c3
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd1389784871ed6f10ba819a8db9833dbd92ff5ef5dce5856ea4489cdbc04baa32ddc04e94841c2be0cc41692c7babbbbc3ea0f
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd1389784871ed6f10ba819a8db9833dbd92ff5ef5dce5856ea4489cdbc04baa32ddc04e94841c2be0cc41692c7babbbbc3ea0f
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897383f3facbadeb6157a9b2edf4b56c487502a81ff98a563eed3e96f7fd96acf05b7fc9059d2a272921f965bb89893395b
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897383f3facbadeb6157a9b2edf4b56c487502a81ff98a563eed3e96f7fd96acf05b7fc9059d2a272921f965bb89893395b
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897fe264eb99c374c588dd09666313b4a90d234fac7590447ea7450933a8c90f451dfa8e59d85c3b13ed95c18844b901a9e
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138977b3c86ebda832b38738335604e0a6f5437ead727a767e29e1d8ea4344ee876424d7c9013ab906755fb1c8d8525104893
mailto:egraeber@povertyactionlab.org?subject=
mailto:egraeber@povertyactionlab.org?subject=
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd1389761623a90a07f528596e67b571400dba6f1bb3f95852d87a137d7c9499140819183c005175a840115f7998550aaa18405
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd1389761623a90a07f528596e67b571400dba6f1bb3f95852d87a137d7c9499140819183c005175a840115f7998550aaa18405
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897e2cbab056b3dc007a4a464e7d036b6bced7323255d63e55f9671e326b68f89ee0ce8f8c80127e7510caa0bdf51e2ec48
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138975ea5fc729b45acc198d2aeb5727f126b2273a372772a6118335ab18679490e50d0f4021fec1ff93795f536cd58bfc131
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/profile_center.aspx?qs=cb86b5d4f0a5375d204f55720f4e8f4a4c459041e0e0d2febcc70a700103099fba521c55fa6608f32fd8d2eac14b7689b01eb4397fa9bb9ba277379ab835fb2932a8452bf6f571b1
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/subscription_center.aspx?qs=cb86b5d4f0a5375dec509cd2ace7939d5bdcbfb4f5b8098a93ee822f9e7a6e3aa2c83b6573a17fda0373de667afb9cecb38ab34bf87ca6225ab46cc048ca1e96bcedca886f174819

