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New op-ed: If we can vaccinate the world, we can
beat the climate crisis

In a new op-ed in The Guardian, Abhijit Banerjee (MIT; Director, J‑PAL; Scientific Director,
J-PAL Europe) and Esther Duflo (MIT; Director, J‑PAL; Scientific Director, J-PAL South Asia)
argue that deeply unequal access to vaccines is diminishing trust in high-income countries
to meet other promises, like reducing emissions and providing support to low- and middle-
income countries to mitigate and adapt to a changing climate. Because addressing both
require global cooperation, this lack of trust threatens global efforts to address climate
change and the success of the COP26 climate conference later this year. Successfully
vaccinating the world, they claim, “is our chance to show that the talk of a common
community and a shared destiny is more than just words.”

Read more
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faculty director of Data, Economics,
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and Development Policy (DEDP)
program

Sara Fisher Ellison, a senior lecturer in MIT’s
Department of Economics, joined MIT in 1995 and
has developed and taught many courses in economics
and statistics, including the popular DEDP course
Data Analysis for Social Scientists. She will play an
active role in upholding the standard of excellence of
the DEDP program by guiding course updates and the
creation of new courses, mentoring students, and
advising the team that manages the program.

  
More than 40,000 learners from 180 countries have
enrolled in online DEDP courses, and the second
cohort of in-person students recently concluded their
classes on MIT’s campus in Cambridge. Interested in
working with Sara and this team? Apply for the new
Education Manager or Senior Education Manager
positions at J-PAL. Learn more »

Photo: Shutterstock.com

Affiliate Q&A: Addressing education
inequalities in Italy through online
tutoring

Following the shift to remote learning due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, J-PAL affiliated professors
Michela Carlana (Harvard) and Eliana La Ferrara
(Bocconi) rapidly launched the Tutoring Online Project
(TOP)—an online tutoring program designed to help
students from disadvantaged backgrounds who were
lagging behind. In a recent interview, Michela shares
how the idea for TOP came about, insights on initial
results, and plans for evaluating and scaling in Italy
and beyond. Read more »

Emerging lessons on preventing
conflict and violence

Since launching in 2017, J-PAL and Innovations for
Poverty Action’s joint Governance, Crime, and Conflict
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Initiative (GCCI) has synthesized policy lessons from
randomized evaluations on topics ranging from
policing to peacebuilding. GCCI recently launched a
second edition of its Evidence Wrap-Up, which
reviews evidence on strengthening justice systems,
combating violence against women, and more. Read
more »

Learn about J-PAL’s response to Covid-19

EVIDENCE-INFORMED DECISION MAKING
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Improved targeting to combat
Covid-19-induced poverty in
Indonesia

Social protection programs can provide critical support
to those suffering from the adverse economic impacts
of the Covid-19 crisis, but quickly and accurately
identifying those in need can be difficult. A new
Evidence to Policy case study illustrates how the
Government of Indonesia leveraged existing research
on community targeting methods to better target
cash transfers, which reached over 8 million recipients
in 2020. Read more »

FEATURED PUBLICATION
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Stepping up to combat diabetes in
urban areas

Lifestyle diseases, like diabetes, are becoming more
prevalent worldwide. While certain lifestyle changes
can help prevent and manage the disease, adopting
these habits requires time and effort. J-PAL affiliated
professor Rebecca Dizon-Ross (University of Chicago)
and coauthors found that providing financial
incentives to walk at least 10,000 steps per day
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increased exercise and improved physical and mental
health. Read more »

FEATURED AFFILIATED PROFESSOR
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Seema Jayachandran on the roots of
gender inequality, deforestation, and
corruption

In an interview with the Federal Reserve Bank of
Minneapolis, Seema Jayachandran (Northwestern;
Co‑Chair, J-PAL’s Gender sector) discusses insights
from her work on gender, climate change mitigation,
corruption, and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
on her future research. Read more »

WELCOMING OUR NEW AFFILIATED PROFESSORS

In summer 2020, 34 new affiliated professors joined the J-PAL network. We'll feature a
few of them here each month; click through to read more about their research interests.

Julian Reif
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign

Mauricio Romero
Instituto Tecnológico
Autónomo de México

Benjamin Roth
Harvard Business School

FEATURED EVENTS

[Webinar recording] Building State Capacity for Tax
Collection: Emerging Evidence and Implications for Practice

During the most recent webinar of the Governance, Crime, and Conflict Initiative series,
panelists shared emerging insights from randomized evaluations on tax policy and
administration in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Watch the recording »

http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f44dce1de2dcb9ca4048ae228ed3365649f8be0dbda85a6b7e357371d6b6274187485292b1570803f53733f637567e92b7c
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f4465b2ad1887887f4cafa8f6edc15be33bdb2f93d2c744d0f9e94ad7fe76e856e640d2791c890d0e2fb5e4e5478e5deed6
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f447d8acafced9078a8cf28f22ad45493d7452d3207bcdd0b08a7c2b8e05f6a13ee662fc76bb858198f2c96313e62c3ca64
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f4465b2ad1887887f4cafa8f6edc15be33bdb2f93d2c744d0f9e94ad7fe76e856e640d2791c890d0e2fb5e4e5478e5deed6
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f44ea8b5e291c21cef5ddbe18445d554553fe6d94e0a5cab3e5137073135de8465efeb0163d5bf2cf176739cd14fed7d483
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f440c67cf097d5b6ab9feb896d66ec34c31d0e4028f4ef7e0c434654dcd270b074ed0196e4a044e9eb0517ee239321ecc77
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f44ff85c926000d2ed83f041631335e7428a6bc0535764feb396b0011c659f68c05e397b34471416d6a7debfbd7e4e56a1f
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f449e4f77390b82726e109389d1b2c95f9cefa52237a354293ea9374dd845c59faf4fb3760ebe6cf00144709156264e84e1
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f44ab3aa2cef3e49439e167ac4f81a068a314ac2417a2844d22df7f088f4bf0beb0c684b0eee53b4dbf99c0c917f99bcc40
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f44145cd5b30dd8a24d178f52bc136ccbf6d44ddab20a0e1c7670f751daf2b874904cff40915fc928ed877247d94697703d
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f4448b6a61231ce0842e1fe6dee35df6f52b69bb8c4f04acb1b0e41809d8113e226e2c7f977baea8dca9dff5c692ac74877
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=f22077f4adb57f448279e785e250f9ec93410dff785c4fed44c29bf80d07a12d1186808a48393478756c7ffe3c1c751c8ccde11f974aa22d


7/17/2021 view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=42ca7fb6029fe7919fc503510917effd92f0a01f45fff8817e61f782eb4d3ab100b8653dcd2faef863da312ac530e03de5…

view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=42ca7fb6029fe7919fc503510917effd92f0a01f45fff8817e61f782eb4d3ab100b8653dcd2faef863da312ac530e03de5061c00fceed5… 5/6

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

India’s billionaires got richer while coronavirus pushed millions of vulnerable people into
poverty
CNN Business

Surat’s emissions trading scheme to be replicated in Ahmedabad: CM Rupani
The Indian Express

Why evidence should be a priority in pandemic recovery [Opinion]
Governing

Duflo offers pathways to a better future, lessons from Covid-19 crisis
UNCTAD

Study: Effective campaign, free distribution can triple mask usage
Dhaka Tribune

NEW RESEARCH PAPERS

The Economic Impact of Depression Treatment in India
Manuela Angelucci, Daniel Bennett

Urban Networks and Targeting: Evidence from Liberia
Lori Beaman, Niall Keleher, Jeremy Magruder, Carly Trachtman

Gender Bias in Assessments of Teacher Performance
Sabrin Beg, Anne Fitzpatrick, Adrienne M. Lucas

Augmenting State Capacity for Child Development: Experimental Evidence from India
Alejandro J. Ganimian, Karthik Muralidharan, Christopher R. Walters

FEATURED JOBS

Education Manager, Cambridge, MA, US
Senior Education Manager, Cambridge, MA, US
Finance Associate, Cambridge, MA, US
Policy Associate (Environment, Energy, and Climate Change), Cambridge, MA, US
Senior Policy Associate (Environment, Energy, and Climate Change), Cambridge, MA, US
Policy and Research Manager (Gender), Mexico City, Mexico
Director/Associate Director of Research, Cairo, Egypt
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Data Manager (IDEA Lab), New Delhi, India
Research Associate, India
Research Associate, Jakarta, Indonesia
Training Manager, Jakarta, Indonesia

Explore open positions around the world »
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