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MIT Intros MOOC Program in
Development Economics with
Blended Path to Master's

By Dian Schaffhauser = 12/22/16
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MIT, the same institution that produced one of this year's Nobel prize winners in economics, has

introduced a new blended "micromasters" program that can help people earn their master's degree



in data, economics and development policy (DEDP).

It starts by attending and passing five massive, open, online courses (MOOCs) presented through
MIT's edX platform, MITx. Those online classes may be audited for free, like any other MITx course.
Or for students interested in pursuing the master's degree, they may pay course fees and pass
proctored exams to be eligible to apply for admittance into the DEDP program. Each online course
fee is between $100 and $1000, varying depending on the student's ability to pay. Those who pay for
course access receive additional support from MIT teaching assistants and other features unavailable

to people auditing the course.

Students who have already passed any of the MIT MOOC classes that make up the online portion of
the program don't have to repeat them; they simply have to pay the course fee and pass the exam.
The institute also said students who can't pay immediately can still audit the courses and then pay
the fees later in the process, before they take the proctored exams or apply for the master's
program. The disadvantage is that they won't be able to access the extra help provided to the paying
students.

Those accepted into the DEDP master's program then spend a semester in residence at MIT, where
they'll complete four classes in microeconomics, development economics, econometrics and an
elective, and attend a lunch seminar to discuss policy issues and research topics. After that semester,
students will complete a capstone project during the summer months, consisting of an internship in
which they're expected to apply the knowledge gained during the program and produce a report on

their internship project. According to MIT, that entire process is expected to take about half a year.

The online courses are all scheduled to begin on February 6, 2017 and are currently open for
registration. Each runs for 12 weeks and is expected to require about 12 hours of work a week.
Although it's conceivable for a student to get through all five classes in three months, the school said

it was more likely that participants would work at their own speed over many months.

"Policy makers, NGO activists, businesspeople and in-development countries are increasingly aware
of the importance of good data and rigorous evidence for designing and choosing policies and
projects — and implementing them effectively," said Esther Duflo, a professor in MIT's Department
of Economics and an instructor in the MOOC, "Foundations of Development Policy: Advanced
Development Economics," in a prepared statement. "To become good producers and consumers of
evidence, they need staff with a strong quantitative and analytical background. Today, few programs
provide such training, and the available options are expensive and time-consuming. The blended
master's in DEDP, anchored at MIT, the home of |-PAL, is an ideal solution to this challenge." ]-PAL
refers to the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab located at MIT, which is working on research on

how to reduce poverty.

The institute first experimented with its micro-masters approach in 2015, when it launched a
credential in supply chain management that could lead to a master's degree. Since then, additional

schools have introduced their own micro-masters programs in other disciplines, also hosted on edX.

MIT has been the home of this year's Nobel Prize winner, Bengt Holmstrom, since 1994. Holmstrom,

along with Harvard University's Oliver Hart, was recognized for work in contract theory.
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This is what | call the coming of age for MOOC:s.lIt is quite apparent that a student will complete a
course only when it adds some value to their existing CV. What better way than have a blended
course like this. It cuts the exorbitant cost of attending the entire course in person and at the same
time one gets the chance of being certified from the best of the universities. The scope of learning
from experts are just some added advantage.l feel the learners in developing nations will benefit
the maximum. As it is the high completion rates (http://www.universityworldnews... ) are from
these countries only. Hoping to see a knowledge explosion in coming years.
~ v - Reply - Share>

ALSO ON CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY

MAGIC at RIT: Engineering the 'Happy Groups Urge Federal Commission to Reject
Accident' Student Unit Record System

— Very well then. No
more federal funding for higher education.

— great invention

Lack of Awareness, Budget Are Key Barriers Why the Switch to OER Is Easier Than You
to Captioning Videos Think

— You can ask for FWSP
students at your university to close caption
videos. Putting the videos on ...

— Barnes & Noble Education
recently launched an OER courseware to make it
easier to adopt. Check it out --> ...

B4 Subscribe G Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Add @ Privacy

Webcasts

High Performance Computing: Fueling the Next Great Discovery

12/08/16

VIEW MORE WEBCASTS

Whitepapers

VIEW MORE WHITEPAPERS



BIG BRAND
CAMPUS

Special
EDU Pricing »

EYECONEDU

MOST POPULAR ARTICLES

Department of Homeland Security Calls on Students to Learn Cybersecurity
Skills

Building an App Store for Learning Tools

MIT Intros MOOC Program in Development Economics with Blended Path to
Master's

E-Learning Market Expected to Experience Major Growth Over Next Five Years

Lehman College to Build VR Center in NYC

TRENDING
1 Networking & Wireless

2 AV & Presentation



Teaching & Learning

Flipped/Blended Learning

= 7 Download the November/December 2016 digital edition of
Campus Technology

CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Sign up for our newsletter.

Email Address

Select primary job title/function
Click to Select One

Select place of work
Click to Select One

I agree to this site's Privacy Policy.

SUBMIT

MANAGE SUBSCRIPTIONS

ADVERTISE

©2001-2017 1105 MEDIA INC, ED-TECH GROUP. CONTACT
SITEMAP
MAGAZINE ARCHIVES
FEEDBACK
LICENSING/REPRINTS
EDITORIAL CALENDAR
TERMS OF USE

LIST RENTAL

I [ | PUBLIC SECTOR
' I AMEDIA GROUP

9201 OAKDALE AVE. SUITE 101 CHATSWORTH, CA 91311 PHONE: (818) 814-5277 FAX: (818) 734-1522



